The effect of emotional state on lexical processing was investigated. Subjects were randomly assigned to either a happy or sad mood condition. Emotional state was then induced by listening to 8 min of classical music previously rated to induce happy or sad moods. Response times and error rates were analyzed in a lexical decision task involving sad words, happy words, and pseudowords. Results suggest that emotion aided the participants in responding to emotion-congruent stimuli. The sad group responded faster than the happy group to sad words and the happy group responded faster than the sad group to happy words. Results are discussed with regard to information processing and emotion. © 2001 Academic Press
The relationship between emotional state and cognition poses many interesting theoretical questions. Emotional states as seen in daily life seem to affect people's judgments and attitudes. For example, people who are feeling sad seem to see things in a negative light (Halberstadt, Niedenthal, & Kushner, 1995) . Studies have begun to focus on emotion and its role in cognition. One cognitive process that emotion may affect is the lexical decision process. This study addresses the question Do individuals react faster to words with emotion-congruent meanings? It focuses on the reaction time and error rate performance of emotion-induced participants in relation to emotion-congruent words.
Much of the prior research in the area of lexical and word recognition focused on the semantic context of words. However, Niedenthal and Setterlund (1994) began to look at how emotion instead of semantic context could effect our perceptions of stimuli. Following guidelines from emotion network models, Niedenthal et al. (1994) stated that ''emotions should increase the efficiency of perception of emotion-congruent stimuli in the visual field; individuals should be able to detect, identify, or classify emotion-congruent words faster or more accurately than other words'' (p. 402). In 1995 Halberstadt, Niedenthal, and Kushner looked at the possibility that emotional state could also guide the resolution of lexical ambiguity. They felt that many studies had begun to focus on emotion as an influence, but that most concentrated on trait anxiety rather that emotion per se (Halberstadt et al., 1995) . Also, most studies did not include positive affective states and positive stimuli. Thus, they planned their study around variables neglected in other studies.
The participants in the Halberstadt et al. (1995) study were first exposed to a sad or happy mood induction. Then, a list of words composed of homophones with af-
